
Mugs & the Law *

*This legal information is of a general nature, you should seek advice from a lawyer.

What can I carry?

Everyday items like keys and deodorant can 
be carried. 
>  If you spray an attacker with deodorant, you 

probably won't be charged with carrying a 
dangerous article. You have a lawful reason 
to carry deodorant. You are not carrying it 
for self defence, or as a weapon.

>  If you intend to use the deodorant as a 
weapon, you are breaking the law. Self-
defence is not a lawful excuse for carrying 
a weapon.

>  Phone apps that sound an alarm might also 
scare off an attacker. 

Spotters 
>  Spotters might be breaking the law 

if a worker is paying them.
>  It is illegal to force someone to hand over 

money from sex work. `Force' includes 
assault, threats, intimidation or restricting 
drug supply. 

Banning notices
>  Banning notices apply in St Kilda.
>  Banning notices can't be given to 

workers.
>  The mug must give their name and 

address to police. 
>  Police can use reasonable force to 

make a mug leave an area if they think 
they have invited or solicited sex from 
someone in public. 

>  Police can't issue a banning notice if they 
think the mug lives or works in the area. 

>  Refusing to leave an area when told and/
or re-entering during a banning notice 
means a ®ne of about $2800 (in 2013). 

What is on a Banning notice?
>  The mug's name and a map of the area 

they can't enter
>  The police of®cer's details 
>  The time the ban applies for  

(up to 72 hours)

The o!ence
It is illegal for a mug to hang around or visit a 
public place with the intention to see, solicit 
or invite a sex worker.

The penalties
> Mugs may be given a banning notice 

or be warned by police. They may be 
arrested and charged.

> The maximum penalty for a mug's ®rst 
offence in public is about $1443 (in 2013) 
or up to 1 month in jail. 

> If mugs hang around a church, hospital or 
place where children go (school, beach, 
playground) the maximum is tripled for a 
®rst offence to $4330 (in 2013) or up to 3 
months in jail.

> The maximum penalties for mugs are 
much higher than for sex workers.

Protecting yourself
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