
Sexual Assault*

What is a general assault? 
>  When you are deliberately struck or hit,  
 touched inappropriately  without being  
 asked, or they hold you down against  
 your will . 
>  It is also an assault if you are threatened  
 or made to feel fear. You do not need to  
 be hit for it to be an assault. Being spat at  
 or threatened verbally can be an assault. 

What is a sexual assault? 
>  Any sexual behaviour that makes you feel  
 uncomfortable, frightened or threatened   
 can be a sexual assault (such as   
 someone grabs your boobs or crotch). 
>  If someone uses emotional or physical  
 violence to force you into a sexual act,   
 it is sexual assault. 
>  Anyone can be sexually assaulted,  
 whatever their gender. 



...or complaint goes no further  
After you've made a statement to police, if you 
don't want to continue, police may request a 
`No further complaint' statement.

Police might still decide to proceed.

3. Legal process
If police decide not to proceed, you have a right 
to be told.

If police do proceed, they will put together a 
`brief'  of findings and charge the offender. 

A committal hearing, with a magistrate, 
decides if there is enough evidence for trial. 

At trial, a defendant pleads guilty or not guilty. 

If the defendant pleads not guilty, you will be 
cross-examined. 

If you can't get to a SOCIT, you can make a 
statement at any police station. Police must offer, 
within 2 hours, to take you to a Centre Against 
Sexual Assault (CASA) or hospital crisis care. 

2. Making a statement to police
If a doctor hasn't photographed your injuries, 
you could ask the police to take photos when 
you make a statement. 

Some police stations have a Sexual Offences 
and Child Abuse Investigation Team (SOCIT). 
SOCIT police are trained to investigate sexual 
assaults and focus on your welfare.

Who can I report a sexual assault to? 
>  You can ̀ Report an Ugly Mug'  to RhED,  
 the Salvation Army Crisis Centre Health  
 Information Exchange (HIE) or to St Kilda  
 Gatehouse. RhED can support you  to  
 make a report to police. 
>  `Ugly Mugs' alerts are about any type of  
 assault, violence, robbery, intimidation  
 or harassment . 

SEXUAL ASSAULT IS NOT  
A !PART OF THE JOB".

Why report a sexual assault? 
>  Sexual assault is not a `part of the job' . 
>  You might stop the ugly mug from hurting  
 other people .
>  It is easier to get Victims of Crime help   
 with a police report. 

*This legal information is of a general nature, you should seek advice from a lawyer.

Reporting a sexual assault

RhED (Resourcing health & education in the sex industry) with  
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St Kilda Legal Service is happy to help:  
ask for the Outreach Lawyer  

 0401 095 261  

RhED are here to help too:  
 1800 458 752  
 sexworker@sexworker.org.au  

10 Inkerman St, St Kilda 
visit - sexworker.org.au

CASA crisis care line:   1800 806 292 

SOCIT Moorabbin:  (03) 9556 6128 

or

1. Getting help
The Centre Against Sexual Assault (CASA) 
has a 24 hour crisis care line. They can give 
information about accessing medical care and 
legal processes. Call 1800 806 292

If you see a doctor or go to hospital after a sexual 
assault, it's a good idea to ask for photos of 
injuries. Photos & doctor's notes are evidence,  
if you choose to make a statement to police. 


